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Welcome to Kittur, India. It's on India's southwestern coast, bounded by the Arabian Sea to the
west and the Kaliamma River to the south and east. It's blessed with rich soil and scenic beauty,
and it's been around for centuries. Of its 193,432 residents, only 89 declare themselves to be
without religion or caste. And if the characters in Between the Assassinations are any indication,
Kittur is an extraordinary crossroads of the brightest minds and the poorest morals, the up-and-
coming and the downtrodden, and the poets and the prophets of an India that modern literature
has rarely addressed.A twelve-year-old boy named Ziauddin, a gofer at a tea shop near the
railway station, is enticed into wrongdoing because a fair-skinned stranger treats him with dignity
and warmth. George D'Souza, a mosquito-repellent sprayer, elevates himself to gardener and
then chauffeur to the lovely, young Mrs. Gomes, and then loses it all when he attempts to be
something more. A little girl's first act of love for her father is to beg on the street for money to
support his drug habit. A factory owner is forced to choose between buying into underworld
economics and blinding his staff or closing up shop. A privileged schoolboy, using his own ties to
the Kittur underworld, sets off an explosive in a Jesuit-school classroom in protest against
casteism. A childless couple takes refuge in a rapidly diminishing forest on the outskirts of town,
feeding a group of "intimates" who visit only to mock them. And the loneliest member of the
Marxist-Maoist Party of India falls in love with the one young woman, in the poorest part of town,
whom he cannot afford to wed.Between the Assassinations showcases the most beloved
aspects of Adiga's writing to brilliant effect: the class struggle rendered personal; the fury of the
underdog and the fire of the iconoclast; and the prodigiously ambitious narrative talent that has
earned Adiga acclaim around the world and comparisons to Gogol, Ellison, Kipling, and
Palahniuk. In the words of The Guardian (London), "Between the Assassinations shows that
Adiga...is one of the most important voices to emerge from India in recent years."A blinding,
brilliant, and brave mosaic of Indian life as it is lived in a place called Kittur, Between the
Assassinations, with all the humor, sympathy, and unflinching candor of The White Tiger,
enlarges our understanding of the world we live in today.

From the Back CoverIn this remarkably stimulating and erudite series of essays, Eugene Chen
Eoyang explores many of the underlying paradigms and presumptions in world literature,
highlighting issues of cultural interchange and cultural hegemony. Translation is seen in this
perspective as a central rather than a peripheral factor in understanding the meanings of literary
works. Taking concrete examples from Chinese literature, Eoyang illuminates not only the
semantic collisions that underlie the complexities of translation, but also the cultural identities
reflected in language and values. The title alludes to a passage from Emerson, reminding us that
the object on view is not only the vision we see but is also the organ through which that vision is



apprehended. The confrontation with a radical "other" - which is, for many Westerners, what
Chinese literature represents - is thus both a discovery and a self-discovery. Part of the book's
originality is that it identifies a new audience - one that is incipiently bicultural, or knowledgeable
about what has been called "East" as well as what has been called "West". Readers with an
interest in the theory and practice of translation will find this an inspiring and indispensable work,
one that prepares the way for a comparative poetics that recognizes the intense subjectivities in
every culture and at the same time establishes a basis for a comparison that tries to transcend,
even as it acknowledges, provincialities.
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Mal Warwick, “A walking tour through the real underbelly of India. Aravind Adiga is one of India's
most refreshing contributions to the world of books in recent years. His first novel, a wildly
original story of near-mythic proportions, "The White Tiger," won the UK's prestigious Man
Booker Prize."Between the Assassinations" is a latticework of fourteen interrelated stories about
the people of Kittur, a small town "on India's southwestern coast, between Goa and Calicut." The
organizing principle of this book is the tourist guide, as each story begins with a walk through
one of Kittur's distinctive neighborhoods, giving the reader a view of the town's humanity in all its
extraordinary diversity. The stories in this collection are set in the tumultuous time in Indian
history between the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1984 and that of her son,
Rajiv, seven years later.A casual visitor to India inevitably remarks on the abject poverty to be
found among so many of that country's people. What remains invisible to the tourist comes to life
in this remarkable collection of stories: the hopes, fears, doubts, and convictions of India's poor,
and the survival strategies they forge in the midst of challenges the rest of us cannot conceive.
As a portrait of caste and class and intercommunal (HinduMuslim) relations in modern India, this
book truly excels.(From Mal Warwick's Blog on Books)”

Laker, “A Shocking Picture of India. I decided to read this book after having really enjoyed "The
White Tiger". In this book, Aravind Adiga does another terrific job of describing the realities of
India. I am not a big fan of short story formats as I prefer a longer and more comprehensive
stories. I think the thing I did not like about these stories was the lack of respect people seem to
have for each other in the Indian culture and the negative outcome that occurred to virtually all of
the main characters in these short stories. I have been to India and met many Indians and I
cannot fathom that it is as bad as portrayed by by the author. Nonetheless I appreciate his story
telling skills and plan to read other of his books.”

Sharon Anderson, “Love Aravind Adiga. I was so happy to find other novels by Aravind Adiga.
Read White Tiger a year or so ago and now I have two more earlier novels of his. He is
wonderful at character development, writes very well and keeps the reader interested. In this
book he showcases the different lives of the caste system in India and the different religions all
clustered in one area. I enjoy learning about his culture through his novels. The next one Last
Man in the Tower is even BETTER!”

J. Russo, “I enjoyed reading these stories. I enjoyed reading these stories. The author was able
to bring to life a rainbow of characters set in an India that may or may not exist anymore - the
world is changing very fast.The stories are an easy read. Rich characters and interesting
narrative kept me looking for more. An easy way to step into the culture and custom of a nation.
Most enjoyable read.”



Ebook Library Reader, “Second book. Enjoyed reading this IIs the second book that I have read
by this authorUsually I like full stories rather than short stories but some of the short story books
have changed my mind”

sherkhan, “Good Short Stories. Adiga is a very good story teller. Most of the stories are
compelling well written and full of some "real life" characters. Enjoyed most of the book except
that the last couple of stories seem to unable to keep to the standard set by the earlier ones.
Nevertheless a book worth reading.”

Ebook Library Reader, “An Indian Dubliners. The title of this book refers to the time between the
assasination of Indian Prime Minister Indira Ghandi in 1984 and the assasination of her son and
successor, Rajiv Ghandi, in 1991. The substance of the book is a tourist guidebook to a fictional
Indian town, interspersed within a collection of short stories. Each chapter is independent from
the next, though they share the geography of the town and its environs.Each story is essentially
about an individual and how their lives are lived in the town. The characters are mainly drawn
from the marginalised and the poor, occasionally reaching into the lower middle-class. The rich
and the powerful are largely minor bit-part players whose motives and stories we do not know;
the corrupt local MP makes a cameo appearance in a few of the stories but doesn't have a
chapter of his own, which is a shame since the corruption of the Indian political class features
strongly in the stories of the other characters.This book reminded me strongly of James
Joyce's 
  
Dubliners

  
  
, doing for an anonymous half-baked Indian town (to borrow a term from Adiga's previous
book, 
  
The White Tiger



  
  
) what Joyce did for turn of the century Dublin. Stretching the comparison with Joyce a little,
where Homer's the Odyssey served as a framework to 
  
Ulysses

  
  
, Adiga borrows the framework of a late 20th century travel book.Set in the lat 1980s, this
books describes everyday Indian life at a turning point - after the idealism of early post-
independence socialism had died and started to rot but just before the destabilising turbo-
capitalism of globalisation began to reimagine India, a story of continuity, change and
dislocation that Adiga has already told in 
  
The White Tiger

  
  
    .”

Mr. Neil D. Armour, “Interesting snapshot of life in India. This book is the story of a city, rather
than of characters. It's essentially a collection of short stories, the only theme connecting them



are that they all seem to examine the idea of class or caste divide in Indian society. Adiga seems
fascinated with this concept as his last book followed this idea also. Some of the stories really
allow you to get inside the heads of those who suffer through being poor in India; they examine
how helpless a poor person really is to change their life. other stories seem to be fillers, which is
a shame as there are some really powerful stories in here. My biggest criticism is that there is no
tying together of the stories, I was hoping that there would be some conclusion to the book
which brought all the stories together. With that, this would be a 5 star book.”

L. A. Maas, “Bloody good book. Great book. Full of great characters and descriptions of India. It
was a page turner that I didn’t want to end. Definitely worth reading.”

joanna, “enchanting. Delightful description of characters, sights and stories of small town in
south India. Quite melancholic though. Read all by the author but White Tiger definitely the best”

The book by Aravind Adiga has a rating of  5 out of 3.8. 430 people have provided feedback.
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